INSTRUCTIONS: please fill in any of the areas highlighted in yellow. Read the information in the letter and update with anything else you would like to add. Save as a Word document and email to Minister Lisa Beare at ECC.Minister@gov.bc.ca and cc the Concerned Parents & Caregivers of Williams Lake Group at cpcgwl@yahoo.com 

[Date]

[bookmark: _Hlk195195109]Hon. Lisa Beare
Minister of Education and Child Care
Government of British Columbia
[bookmark: _Hlk195195090]Via Email Only: ECC.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

Subject: Urgent Call for an Independent Investigation into Bullying and Racial Violence in School District 27

Dear Minister Beare,

I am writing to you as a concerned resident and/or parent/caregiver in the Cariboo-Chilcotin region, served by School District #27 (SD27)

This letter is to respectfully and urgently request that you initiate a comprehensive, independent, and fulsome investigation into the pervasive allegations of bullying, racial violence, discrimination, and harassment within SD27.

Concerns regarding these serious issues are not new. For many years, there have been distressing accounts from children and youth about the bullying and racial violence they have experienced within SD27. Despite collecting stories, hosting a rally, and writing letters calling for action, we believe our call for an investigation is being ignored.

The severity of these issues prompted Esk’etemc First Nation leaders and dozens of community members, along with supporters like the Concerned Parents and Caregivers of Williams Lake (CPWL), to protest outside the SD27 offices in Williams Lake on Tuesday, April 1, 2025.

Participants carried signs declaring “Bullying and Racism are No Joke” and calling for an investigation and changes to how the District handles complaints. This call for action is supported by a coalition of community groups, including Esk’etemc First Nation, the CPWL, and the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs (UBCIC), plus myself. We share a common vision: for every child to have the opportunity to attend school in an environment where they feel safe, supported, and have a sense of belonging. The UBCIC has formally passed a resolution supporting this call for an investigation.

While we note that the District’s Superintendent mentioned that the Government of BC is supporting SD27 in conducting “an independent, comprehensive, district-wide review of the district’s culture and climate," and that the Ministry stated it is "meeting weekly with SD27 leadership to address the concerns," we feel that past consultations have been inadequate. The gravity of the situation, impacting students not only from Esk'etemc but throughout the region, necessitates immediate and decisive action from the provincial government to launch an investigation.

We urge the Ministry of Education and Child Care to be accountable and step in with solutions, starting with a thorough investigation. It is disheartening that children and youth reportedly fear going to school every day. There is a pressing need to develop effective processes for filing grievances related to racism, bullying, racial profiling, or discrimination, developed in collaboration with impacted First Nations and parent advisory councils.

Minister Beare, we implore you to launch a truly independent and fulsome investigation to ensure accountability and create safe, welcoming learning spaces for all students, regardless of their background.

Thank you for your time and attention to this critical matter. We look forward to your prompt action to address these serious concerns and protect the well-being of the children and youth in SD #27.

Sincerely,
Your Name
Your Role – parent, grandparent, concerned community member
Your Affiliation – retired teacher, Concerned Parents & Caregivers of Williams Lake member, etc. 
Your Email Address
Your Phone Number 


